 
Every generation has some fool who will speak the truth as he sees it!  Boris Pasternak
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CHRIST IS BORN. GLORIFY HIM!     

This is the proper greeting, instead of Merry Christmas, because we should be very happy in exultation, instead of merely being merry, on this very special occasion of our Savior’s coming into the world.  Alleluia!

PMAI 2003 FELLOWSHIP

As usual, according to the established tradition, the PMAI held it famous fellowship party last December 7, 2003 at the usual place, the La Legende Videoke Bar at Quezon Avenue, Quezon City.

Many attended, as they could not stay away from it. This is the second year that Hermes Bautista, a perennial fixture of the party, missed it.  Last year he was almost on his way there when he felt a strange dizziness that prevented him from going.  This year, he just plain forgot the date and did something else, and was so tired and sleepy in the evening when Tony Dimaguila reminded him of the party, that he begged off from going.  Strange.  Something must be preventing him from attending. His friends and colleagues must be wondering ― yes, really strange, isn’t it?

PMAI SEMINAR

Joint Seminars on “Pollution Control” and “Foundry Productivity” were held last November 7, 2003 at the Philippine Metalcasting Center.  The Resource Persons were:  Mr. Felix Silva for Pollution Control and Ms. Beth Vinarao for Foundry Productivity, both of Filipino Pipe and Foundry Corp.  Ms. Vinarao reported on the APO Conference she attended in Iran last June. There were about fifteen participants who attended the joint seminars.

PBE LAUNCHES WM GUIDEBOOK

The Philippine Business for environment launched its Waste Minimization Guidebook last December 4, 2003 at the Linden Suites in Pasig City.  Nap Tanganco and Hermes Bautista attended the launching.  Acetech Metal Industries Corp. is featured in the guidebook as the “model” for setting the guidelines.  Copies of the WM Guidebook are available at the PMAI Secretariat.  Get your copy and avail of the guidelines recommended for the Foundry Industry.

REUSE FOUNDRY MATERIALS 

<www.geoserver.cee.wisc.edu/buic>

Developed by the Beneficial Use Information Center (BUIC) at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, Wisc., USA (Hermes Bautista’s Alma Mater), this web page originated from a project that describes a DATABASE on the beneficial reuse of foundry by-products that was assembled at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. The database was designed to identify 

(1) materials and applications where methods and specifications exist such that beneficial reuse can begin or be expanded immediately and 

(2) areas in need of further research. 

Ninety-eight projects in 14 states and two locations in Canada were identified. A broad variety of applications were evaluated including flowable fills, geotechnical fills, Portland cement concrete and related products, asphalt concrete, Portland cement manufacturing, landfill barrier layers, and agronomic soil amendments. 

A technical review was performed of several projects in each reuse area, which consisted of summarizing research activities and actual projects.  Whenever possible, specifications and methods were identified and recommendations summarized. 

The findings of this project, along with related topics are available on this website. This website is being updated as the project progresses.

You may want to browse this website to find solutions to your foundry waste disposal problems.

WITNESS THROUGH KINDNESS

Have you ever considered how you might be a fruitful witness for our Lord simply through kindness?  This season of Christ’s nativity is a very good time to look into our hearts, take stock and renew our thinking and commitments.  I am reminded of the story of two Japanese farmers, one a Christian and one not a Christian.

One of them, the Christian, was a very diligent and honest man.  Every day he would haul pails of water up the steep slope to his terraced field and irrigate his meager crop.    

The second farmer, not a Christian, tilled the terrace just below.  Daily he would make a hole in the dike and let the other farmer's water run down into his field.

The first farmer was upset.  Being a Christian, he went to his pastor for advice.  The pastor told him to keep on watering and to say nothing.  He did this for several days, taking his pails of water up the steep slope, but nothing changed.  He kept observing the second farmer stealing his water.

Exasperated again, the Christian farmer returned to his pastor for more advice.  This time the pastor advised him to water his neighbor's crop as well.  So the next day, he laboriously hauled water to his neighbor's field and watered his crops.   Then after that he took care of his own.

This went on for three days.  Finally, the second farmer approached the first and asked, "How do I become a Christian?"  

The first farmer's kindness caused the heart of the second farmer to change and made him want to be a Christian.  He was not convinced by theology or by religious ritual; he was changed by a Christian act of love.

Jesus said, "Love your enemies!... If you love only those who love you, what good is that? (Matthew 5: 44,46, LB).  In His divine wisdom, Jesus was not just providing a religious platitude, but some very practical advice.  He knew that more people would be won for the kingdom by love and kindness than by argument.

Kindness is an attitude or action that shows genuine friendship or concern for others.  Paul wrote to the Ephesians, "Stop being mean, bad-tempered, and angry. Quarreling, harsh words, and dislike of others should have no place in your lives. Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God has forgiven you because you belong to Christ" (4:31-32).

In considering how our attitude should be toward others, let us remember how God in His kindness saw us in our depraved and lost condition and forgave us, by the sacrifice of His own Son, because He loves us.

"God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners" (Romans 5:8).

From the archives of Bill Bright.

THE PINK DRESS

There was this little girl sitting by herself in the park.  Everyone passed by her and never stopped to see why she looked so sad.  Dressed in a worn pink dress, barefoot and dirty, the girl just sat and watched the people go by.  She never tried to speak.  She never said a word.  Many people passed by her, but no one would stop.

The next day, I decided to go back to the park in curiosity to see if the little girl would still be there.  Yes, she was there, right in the very spot where she was yesterday, and still with the same sad look in her eyes.

Today, I decided to make my own move and walked over to the little girl.  For as we all know, a park full of strange people isn’t a place for young children to play alone.  As I got closer, I could see the back of the little girl’s dress.  It was grotesquely shaped.  I figured that was the reason people just passed by and made no effort to speak to her.  Deformities are a low blow to our society and, heaven forbid if you make a step towards assisting someone who is different.

As I got closer, the little girl lowered her eyes slightly to avoid my intent stare.  As I approached her, I could see the shape of her back more clearly.  She was grotesquely shaped in a humped-over form.  I smiled to let her know it was OK; I was there to help, to talk.  I sat down beside her and opened with a smile, “Hello.”  The little girl seemed shocked!  She stammered a “Hi” after a long stare into my eyes.  I smiled and she shyly smiled back.

We talked until darkness fell and the park was completely empty.  I asked her why she was so sad.  She looked at me with a sad face and said, “Because I’m different.”

I immediately said, “That you are!” and smiled.  The little girl acted even sadder and said, “I know.”

“Little girl,” I said, “You remind me of an angel, sweet and innocent.”

She looked at me and smiled, then slowly she got to her feet and said, “Really?”

“Yes, you’re like a little Guardian Angel sent to watch over all the people walking by.”  She nodded her head in assent and smiled.

With that, she opened the back of her pink dress and allowed her wings to spread; then she said, “I am.  I’m your Guardian Angel,” with a twinkle in her eye.  I was speechless ― unsure I was seeing things.  She said, “For once you thought of someone other than yourself.  My job here is done.”

I got to my feet and said, “Wait, why did no one stop to help you?”

She looked at me, smiled, and said, “You’re the only one who could see me,” and then she was gone.

And with that, my life changed dramatically.

So, when you think you’re all you have, remember, your angel is always watching over you.  Like the story says, we all need someone, and everyone of your friends are angels in their own way.  The value of a friend is measured in the heart.  I hope your Guardian Angel watches over you always.  So, be always on your guard!

WORDS OF WISDOM

Faith is the antidote to fear.  Someone has said, "When fear knocked at my door, I sent faith to open it, and no one was there."
Love is also a reliable antidote to fear.  God's Word says: "Perfect love casts out fear" (1 John 4:18), and "Love never fails" (1 Cor. 13:8).  "Never fails" is as reliable as you can get.   

TIT FOR TAT

A man and his wife were giving each other the silent treatment.  After a week of no talking, the man realized he would need his wife to wake him up for an early morning business trip.

Not wanting to be the first to break the silence, he wrote on a piece of paper, “Please wake me up at 5 a.m.”

The next morning the man arose, only to discover it was 9 a.m. and he had missed his flight.

Furious, he was about to go and find his wife when he noticed a piece of paper on his pillow.  It read: “It’s 5 a.m.  Wake up!”

FINALLY!

After 25 years on a deserted island, Joe was being rescued.  As he climbed onto the boat, the curious crew noticed three small grass huts near the shore.

“What are those?” they asked.

“The first one is my home,” Joe said.  “The second one is my church.”

“What about the third hut?” the rescuers wanted to know.

“Oh,” said Joe, “that’s the church I used to belong to.”

ORTHODOXY

Have you heard of Orthodoxy?  The Orthodox Christian Faith?  Orthodox Church?

ortho- is from the Greek word meaning straight, right, true, correct.

dox  is from the Greek word meaning opinion, doctrine, esp. religious doctrine.

The Orthodox Christian Faith is the “faith” of the New Testament Church that Jesus and His Apostles established in Jerusalem in AD33, formally, on the day of Pentecost.  The Orthodox Church is already here in the Philippines, formally, in AD2000!          ☺






