 
Every generation has some fool who will speak the truth as he sees it!  Boris Pasternak
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OUR WANING MANUFACTURING CULTURE 

Calling attention to our waning manufacturing culture.  Maybe you haven’t noticed; maybe you have.  But whether you have noticed or not, we are gradually losing our manufacturing culture.  The manufacturers are losing out to the traders.  This is clearly manifest in the sprouting of department stores, supermarkets, and shopping malls in the face of our dwindling number of factories.  The result cannot also be ignored as the Philippine peso slowly deteriorates vis-à-vis the American dollar, a distinct reflection of the lack of wealth creation internally in the country.  

To create wealth, we need to manufacture.  It is as simple as that.  Plant, raise livestock and fish, mine, and then manufacture, thus creating wealth for the country.  It’s in this way that value is added to raw materials.  Conversely, trading has no value-added except that of change of place ― big deal!

To further illustrate our waning manufacturing culture, consider the enrolment in the master’s degree courses in engineering in a given engineering university:

For the 1st school trimester of 2003-2004:

  MEng in Manufacturing                   0 students

  MEng in Structural Engineering     69      “

  MEM in Manufacturing                 26       “

  MEM in Systems Management      79       “

Perhaps one reason for this phenomenon is that products manufactured locally could be imported into the country; while highways, bridges, and buildings could not ― they have to be built here.  Likewise, Systems Management is about Information Systems that have to be set up and operated here.  To make matters worse, trading seems to be better supported by our government policies than manufacturing.  So, sori na lang tayo!

MASTER IN METAL ENGINEERING

In the face of all odds, the Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila is preparing to offer a graduate course leading to Master of Engineering with specialization in Metal Engineering.  There is no other or equivalent course offered by any other university in the Philippines.

Metal Engineering is concerned with the processing of metals into useful products like prime movers, pumps, generators, cars, trucks, motorcycles, tractors, and various hardware like valves, faucets, high-tension insulators, line material, and anything made of metals ― 80-85% of all products are made of metals, even plastic, glass products, and other non-metal products depend on metals for their manufacture.  Yes, that’s right, and you better believe it!

Even the ages of mankind are named after metals or their derivatives.  Consider the “stone age” ― these were minerals ― then the “bronze age,” the “iron age,” the “steel age,” the “plastic age,” ― molds are made of metal ― and now the “computer age” ― chips and transistors are of pure metals.

Graduate students for Metal Engineering are, preferably, Metallurgical Engineers, Chemical Engineers, Electrical Engineers, Mechanical Engineers, Material Engineers, or Industrial Engineers.  Work experience in metal processing plants would be a distinct advantage as the graduate courses are industry-oriented rather than research oriented.  The courses are designed for a 2-3 year stint in the university.  There would be three degree-courses, viz.

   MEng in Metal Engineering      48 units

   MEng in Metalcasting               37    “

   MEng in Metalworking             37    “    

Six (6) units per trimester is an easy load; while 9 units would be an uneasy load.

If you are interested to take such courses, please get in touch with the PMAI Secretariat and have yourself counted.  We want to know if there are enough engineers interested before we actually open the courses.

FILIPINO STUDENTS DEFICIENT IN ENGLISH

Graduating college students, particularly those taking up business and education courses, must take note of a recent study that revealed that their English language proficiency is at only the level of basic working efficiency.  This particular level of proficiency indicates that “the person hardly understands native English speakers, or speakers of English in international meetings, nor could they sustain fluency and accuracy and discuss topics of general interest using non-elaborate structures.”

The study conducted by HA Cervantes Knowledge Systems, Inc. (HACKSI), the Philippine-based firm which administers the “Test of English for International Communication (TOEIC)” took sample measurements of graduating students from selected educational institutions in Metro Manila.  TOEIC is a global standard of English proficiency measurement developed by the Educational Testing Service (ETS) located in Princeton, New Jersey, USA.  It reveals how the English proficiency of the examinee stands against the international benchmark, specifically among business trade communities.

Dr. Hermelo Cervantes, HACKSI Chief Executive Consultant, stressed that the said study showed why many Filipinos fail to obtain foreign jobs that require passing English proficiency certification tests.  “That is why no one knows how the English proficiency of Filipinos stands against the global standard, not until now.” Dr. Cervantes said.

English is the international language!

Free copies of the HACKSI study are available by contacting Tels. 633-7734 and 636-6964; or through HACKSI, 4th Floor AB Sandoval Building, Oranbo Drive corner Shaw Boulevard, Pasig City.

THE PHILIPPINES IN FLUX

There is continuous change in the Philippines.  Nothing is stable.  The following verses in Mark 15:8-14 of the Holy Bible seem to reflect what is going on at present, and it is not even Holy Week yet . . .

“Then the multitude, crying aloud, began to ask him (Pilate) to do just as he had always done for them.  But Pilate answered them saying, ‘Do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?’  For he knew that the chief priests had handed Him over because of envy.

“But the chief priests stirred up the crowd, so he would rather release Barabbas to them.  Pilate answered and said to them again, 'What then do you want me to do with Him whom you call the King of the Jews?’

“So they cried out again, ‘Crucify Him!’

“Then Pilate said to them, ‘Why, what evil has He done?’

“But they cried out all the more, ‘Crucify Him!’ ”

Yes, what evil has Chief Justice Davide done that he deserves to be impeached?

Note the Philippine Daily Inquirer editorial of October 29, 2003, that is partially reproduced here:

WE were challenged. We were provoked. So we had to impeach him.

This was how Representative Gilbert Remulla of Cavite province summed up the events that brought the House of Representatives on a collision course with the Supreme Court and that now threaten to plunge the country into a constitutional crisis. If that sounds like a bully's excuse for attacking somebody in a back alley, that is exactly what those congressmen who impeached Chief Justice Hilario Davide Jr. are beginning to sound to the rest of the country. And Remulla, a former television reporter, got his facts correct. 

So young, so petty and so completely corrupted by power. That is what Remulla, like so many of his colleagues in the House, is showing himself to be. And their number, of course, includes the prime movers behind the Davide impeachment, Representatives Gilberto Teodoro of Tarlac province and Felix William "Wimpy" Fuentebella of Camarines Sur.


Many of their elders are just as full of themselves and jealous of their power. Representative Constantino Jaraula of Cagayan de Oro City, for instance, said Davide "had it coming. This is a consequence of [his] arrogance." 


But look who is complaining about arrogance. Eighty-six congressmen decided to impeach Davide for alleged graft and corruption, betrayal of the public trust, culpable violation of the Constitution, and "failure to maintain good behavior while in office." The closest thing to an evidence they have in their possession are complaints by some court employees that they had not received their allowances and that huge sums of money were diverted from the Judiciary Development Fund and used to construct and renovate the justices' vacation homes in Baguio City, buy luxury cars, etc. The Commission on Audit has found nothing wrong with such expenditures, but these congressmen insist on doing their own audit. Davide refuses to let them do that, citing the constitutional guarantee of fiscal autonomy enjoyed by the judiciary to ensure the independence of the courts.


The congressmen, most of them belonging to the Nationalist People's Coalition party of business magnate Eduardo Cojuangco Jr., who has suffered a string of reversals at the Supreme Court lately, would not hear of it. They have power over the purse, they said, and that includes the funds of the judiciary. And since the Chief Justice would not be a party to the violation of the Constitution, he had to be impeached even if it meant violating another constitutional provision prohibiting the filing of a second impeachment complaint against an official who had already faced a similar complaint in the same year. If anyone is guilty of culpable violation of the Constitution here, it surely doesn't look like Davide.


But if they cannot prove graft and corruption or culpable violation of the Constitution, what then is Davide's impeachable offense?
Yes, what was Christ’s offense deserving of crucifixion?  Just asking.

RULES OF THE ROAD

In many parts of Asia, it is now illegal to use a hand-held telephone while driving.  Here are some of the penalties in some Asian countries.

Malaysia:   A fine of RM1000 or three months’ imprisonment for the first offense.  Second and subsequent offenses receive a fine of RM2000 or six months’ imprisonment.

Singapore:  A fine of up to S$1000, six months’ imprisonment, or both.  Maximum penalties are doubled for repeat offenders.  As well, offenders receive 12 demerit points off their license and may have to forfeit their mobile phone.

Hong Kong:  A maximum fine of HK$2000.

Philippines:  No national laws are yet in force.  The Cellular Phone Safety Act, banning the use of hand-held mobile phones while driving, has been tabled in the House of Representatives.  However, it does not set out specific penalties.  It is expected that this will not be enacted this year as there are more pressing items on the House agenda than the safety of the people.  Perhaps in 2005 or 2006, at the earliest.

Ergo, vote wisely.  Vote not for deadwood! Capice?  Intiendez?  Unnerstand?  GKNB?

GOOD DEDUCTION

Three men were waiting to be interviewed for a job on the police force.  The first candidate was called in.  The officer passed him a picture of a man, and asked him to study it and tell him any interesting details he noticed.  After a few minutes, the candidate said, “The man has only one ear.”

“It’s a profile,” said the officer.

The second candidate was given the same picture and asked the same question.  “The man has only one ear,” he said after a while.

Exasperated, the officer replied, “It’s a profile!”

The third candidate was given the same instructions.  After a few minutes he stated, “The man’s wearing contact lenses.”

The officer checked the information sheet.  “You’re right!” he said impressed.  “How did you figure it out?”

“Easy,” the man replied.  “He couldn’t wear glasses with only one ear.”







